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MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 
gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 
students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 
opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 

 
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Dec. 14  – Burger Carnival, Motor City, 
                  Burger Baylor 
Dec. 15  –  Emagine Theater, The Wizard of Oz,  
                   BTC Fine Arts 
Dec. 22 –  Last Day of School in 2017! 
Dec. 23 to Jan. 7 – Winter Break  
 

No Parent Support Meeting in December. 
Meetings will resume in January.  

 

 
 

Burger Baylor Hall A 
 

An Oral Report by Nolan D. Schacht 
 

I like books. Books are a good gift. Miss Mary 
reads a story about a dog. She barks. Andrae 
barks. Jawad barks. Funny. 
My favorite books are: Pete’s Pizza, Chocolate 
Chip Hippo, The Garden and Amazing Birds. 
Nolan agreed these would be good gifts for our 
Hall A friends: Robbie – Shrek.  Marwan – 
Sponge Bob. Mr. Dalton – Baseball. Anthony – 
Music Trivia. Ms. Cindy – Green Eggs and Ham. 
Jawad – No book, News2You. We hope you’re 
READy for the Holidays. 
 

 

 
 

Christmas 
 

by Charles Lambert 
 

It's that time of year where we come 

together as a family and celebrate joyful 

memories! While some people volunteer for 

charity work at churches during this time, 

others will be opening presents under their 

Christmas tree this year. Many individuals 

regard this holiday as religious, and that's 

how it all started. What Christmas is all 

about is enjoying time with others and 

helping those in need. 
 

 
 

The Community Service Class, in conjunction 
with Blaze’s Place, is sponsoring “Jam-uary”! 
The collection starts on Monday, January 8 
and will run through the end of the month. 
Donations of jam, jelly, peanut butter and 
pa”jam”as would really be appreciated.  Many 
stores have these items on sale now! 
Students that bring in a donation to Blaze’s 
Place during regular store hours will receive 
a Blaze Buck to spend at the school 
store. One Buck per student! 
 



 
 

Hines Park Lights 
 

by Maziko Chimbayo 
 

This year the Wayne County Lightfest 
had a Grand Opening on Thursday, 
November 16, at 6:00 p.m. The 
ceremony was at Merriman Hollow 
Park. There was entertainment,  
fireworks, and refreshments. The 
Lightfest is at night until December 31, 
2017. It is not open on Christmas. The 
hours are Monday through Friday from 
7:00 - 10:00 p.m. On Saturday and 
Sunday it has the lights on from 6:00 to 
10:00 p.m. They have the Midwest's 
longest display of drive-through holiday 
lights. It goes down Hines Drive for 
almost 4.5 miles. There are more than a 
million lights and 47 giant animated 
displays. You start off at Merriman Road 
between Warren Avenue and Ann Arbor 
Trail in Westland to get to the place you 
pay $5.00. The cars drive to the end that 
is at the Warrendale exit from Hines 
Drive. You can park at Warrendale 
Shelter to visit Santa and get 
refreshments before you leave. 

 
 

 

Forgotten Harvest 
 

by Branson Bellamy 
 

The single-minded mission at Forgotten 
Harvest is to provide as much food for 
the needy as they possibly can. 
Volunteers who walk through the door 

expect to wash up, roll up their sleeves 
and stay focused on helping people in 
need.  This hard work everyday people 
do is rewarding minute by minute. 
The school’s most recent trip to 
Forgotten Harvest was different than our 
last few trips.  This trip involved more 
pulling, yanking, bending over, picking 
up of weeds and removing watermelon 
roots. It was more involving, especially 
for students. 
The workers at Forgotten Harvest are 
very nice.  They are people known to 
have a good reputation who have a lot 
of love and care for not only their craft, 
but for others, as well.  Aside from being 
caring people, they perform their duties 
well and are knowledgeable about their 
area of expertise.  When all the students 
arrived at the farm, the worker we met 
explained to the students what needed 
to be done.  While talking about that, 
she made lively comments and asked 
questions as a way to bring the student 
volunteers to peace before they started 
working.  Those comments got 
everyone together and connected as a 
group. We were happy to help. 
 

   
 

Occupational Therapy Corner 
Holiday Gift Ideas 

 

Can you believe how fast the time has 
gone by?  Holidays are  just around the 
corner! The weather’s getting colder, 
holiday songs are playing on the radio, 
and our families are making plans to get 
together.  As the holiday season 
approaches, many of us struggle with 
finding appropriate gifts for our kiddos. 
 Listed below are gift ideas to help 
develop sensory input, fine motor 
development, and most of all...fun! 
Here are some ideas for your families: 
 



Gifts for Calming Sensory Input 
 Rocking chairs, gaming chairs or 

swings: The rocking and swinging 
motion back and forth can be very 
calming to the nervous system. 
 Gaming chairs are a great 
alternative to rocking chairs 
because they are very low to the 
ground and limit the risk of falls, 
while being age-appropriate for 
teenagers. 

 Rainsticks:  Both visually and 
auditorily appealing, rain sticks 
provide a calming sensation when 
turned over.  They help our kids 
self-soothe. 

 Bubbles or a bubble machine: 
 Battery operated bubble 
machines can provide hours of 
entertainment and calming input. 
 They are very visually calming. 

 Play Dough:  The cold and 
squishy feeling of the playdough 
provides a soothing  
feeling as well as can be a stress 
reliever. 
   

Gifts for Bilateral Skills (Using both hands 
together) 

 Building toys that include Legos, 
K’nex, and blocks : Interlocking 
toys like Legos are good to “push 
together” and “pull apart” using 
both hands at the same time. 
 Larger, oversized ones are great 
for students who may try to mouth 
small toys.  They’re easier to grab 
too! 

 Ogodisks: Ogodisks are great toys 
to work on eye-hand coordination 
and bilateral skills at the same 
time!  To use them, you hold on to 
the disk with both hands and 
volley a koosh ball between 
players.  Try to volley back and 
forth without moving your feet for 
an extra challenge. 

 Jewelry kits: Beading is a 
functional way to work on bilateral 
skills by holding a string with one 
hand and manipulating beads with 
the other hand.  In the end, you 

get a pretty bracelet or 
necklace...win win! 

 

Gifts for Fine Motor Skill Development 
 Hungry Dog/Hungry Monkey: 

 Children can work on using 
utensils to pick up bones/bananas 
and feed the hungry animals.  This 
is a great activity to build up hand 
strength and dexterity. 

 Puzzles: For younger children, 
large inset puzzles are a great 
way to build up fine motor skills to 
manipulate the pieces.  Older 
children can complete puzzles 
with smaller pieces. 

 Sticker/Coloring decorating 
booklets:  Peeling off stickers to 
apply to designs and color in blank 
space is a creative way to develop 
fine motor skills.  The smaller the 
stickers, the harder little fingers 
will have to work to peel them off! 

 

Hopefully, these ideas will get your holiday 
gift list started!  We hope that you and 
your families have a safe,  
healthy, happy and enjoyable holiday 
season. 
 

Your Friendly Neighborhood OTs 
Candace Papineau, Pamela Brown, Dawn 
Terry, and Chelsey Reaume 
 

 

 
 

STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI 
 

by Brandon Davis 
 

Two years ago, in a galaxy not so far 

away, Walt Disney Motion Pictures and 

Lucas Films teamed up to bring back 

the Star Wars series. The film Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens was released 
in theaters and it was a universal 

success, earning $2.068 billion at 

the box office. It was nominated for 



five Oscars, including best original 

score by John Williams and best 

visual effects. Now it's time for the 

next installment of the Star Wars 
sequel trilogy, but with a much 

darker turn, Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi. 
It is a well guarded secrete so I 

only know a little about the plot of 

this film. By watching the trailers, 

however, I was able to take some 

notes and create what could be. After 

Rey found Luke Skywalker with his 

light saber in the last film, the 

last remaining Jedi began training 

her to use that powerful weapon and 

more importantly, the force. In the 

process, Luke sees something 

powerful, unlike anything he'd seen 

before. Something so powerful, it 

made him afraid.  

Meanwhile, Kylo Ren is most likely 

obsessed with Rey for literally 

scarring him for life after their 

last fight (much like Darth Vader to 

Luke). Supreme Leader Snoke knows 

Rey's power and he wants her to join 

the dark side by any means necessary. 

That would mark the end of the Jedi. 

Much of the original cast from The 
Force Awakens, like Mark Hamill (Luke 
Skywalker), Daisy Ridley (Rey), John 

Boyega (Finn), Adam Driver (Kylo 

Ren), and BB-8 are back. New members 

include Kelly Marie Tran (Rose Tico), 

Jimmy Vee (new voice of R2-D2), and 

Veronica Ngo (Paige Tico). 

It is "music" to our ears to know 

John Williams will return to score 

the next installment. J.J. Abrams 

won't return to direct the film, but 

it will be Rian Johnson(director of 

Brick, The Brothers Bloom, and 
Looper) calling the shots. 
This film in the Star Wars sequel 
trilogy looks to be darker, more 

intense, and a crazier ride than the 

first. It will probably be so 

brilliant that it makes Abrams regret 

not directing it. With all of this in 

mind, I must say,”May the Force be 

with this film”. The film opens on 

Dec. 15th, 2017. It is dedicated to 

the beloved memory of Carrie Fisher 

(Oct. 21, 1956 - Dec. 27, 2016). 
 

 
 

Kwanzaa 
 

by Stephen Wira 
 

Families celebrating Kwanza decorate 
their homes with objects of art, colorful 
African cloth such as kente, and candles.   
The wearing of kaftans by women and 
fresh fruits are on display to represent 
African idealism.  Traditions are passed 
on by including children in Kwanzaa 
ceremonies. They are taught to give 
respect and gratitude to ancestors.  
There are drinks that are shared in a  
common chalice,  the Kikombe cha Umoja', 
which is passed around to all the people 
who are at the celebration. Non-African 
Americans also celebrate Kwanzaa. The 
holiday is observed between December 
26th and January 1st. There are seven 
candles that are lit for each day. They go 
in a special candle holder called a kinara. 
Besides feasts, those who celebrate 
Kwanzaa may sing songs, play music and 
tell stories about their heritage. Have a 
Joyous Kwanza!



 


